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SYNOPSIS 
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The purpose and objectives of the research 

The PhD thesis entitled Traditional and Modern Approaches in the Construction of 

Literary Histories Emerged after 1990 identifies, since its title, the main field of research, in 

the sense that it focuses on the phenomenon of Romanian literary historiography, with direct 

application of the traditional and modern options in the design and construction of literary 

histories that emerged after 1990 and with justified delays, around the "current literary 

history" and its future as a subject and object. 

Our approach is not aimed at achieving a comprehensive review, but is limited to a 

selective perspective on several circumstances that are representative for the chosen theme 

and range. Directions focus on "the history of literary history" (in chronological time), 

illustration of typologies and topologies of local literary histories and of foreign ones. 

The doctoral research theme addresses both the complexity of the literary history as 

principal domain, and the increased interest enjoyed by this discipline that is prone to unusual 

correlations, correspondences and revelations based on the chance endorsed by trans-

disciplinary perspectives. 

The doctoral thesis is based on a critical-synthetical research which does not lack 

personal interpretation, appreciation and critical evaluation of literary historiography in 

international and national literary histories; with the target configurations, value 

determinations, culturology enrollments, taxonomies, elementary of systematic nature, and so 

on. Based on these premises, the concept of "phenomenon of literary history" will be 

explained from the angle of a steady discipline and as a dynamic and alive literary 

perspective, insisting on its action forces, internal and external stimuli that give dynamism, 

plural concreteness and variety to this gear with "ineffable laws." 

 

Conceptual Highlights of the Research 

"Ab initio" requires a clarification regarding the history of literature as a synthesis of 

literary works, "synthetic exploration of national or universal literature, tracked on a global or 
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partial road - a century, a stream, a genre"
1
 and literary history, assumed as a scholarly 

discipline, interested in the analysis of literary and historical literariness and literarity. 

 Thus, we assume that "the history of literature is the history of a corpus of works and 

writers renowned through a series of court that may vary by age and country"
2
. More 

specifically, it is a history of literary monuments based on axiological criteria that facilitate 

literarity selection and sustainability. Therefore, literary history is a numbilical relationship 

with literature, because it is a true "placenta previa" of a "science of ineffable laws". The 

thesis will be interested, in particular, both in its own way of existence of this discipline, and 

in the specific ways in which the body of literature carries out the exchange of substances 

between the literature organism and the "critical embryo" within a specified concrete 

historical timeframe. 

In other words, we will pay attention to the ways in which literary criticism, contribute 

to the hierarchy of literary productions in a broader context, recognized by the critical and 

aesthetic harmonization of theory and practice in literature; an exercise that does not hesitate 

to propose hypotheses and models designed to resolve situations inherent in a trans-

disciplinary analysis of literary material. 

The field of literary history is emerging as an biaxial area focusing, on the one hand, 

on the theoretical side, by profiling the functional status of the discipline of literary history, 

consisting of "concepts, theories, postulates used in the construction of an operator of the 

study model"
3
, and on the other hand, on the option as an "empirical space, consisting of a set 

of data, facts, works, writers in their context of production, reception and social interactions."
4
 

Dynamism is recognized by the fact that literary history is a phenomenon in a perpetual state 

of fermentation and / or crisis. 

We can observe that literary history and historiography enjoy attention and bring back 

into discussion new methods and perspectives, by changing, canceling, inventing or 

reconsidering the perspective on "the biography of the idea of literature". At the same time, I 

found it quite obvious the reality that the goals of literary historiography are vaguely enough 

and the enshrined forms, procedures and concepts, spread by traditional literary histories are 

often undermined from theoretical and critical standpoints. 

 

                                                 
1
 Paul Cornea, „Genurile tradiţionale ale istoriei literare, în căutarea unor noi identităţi. Statutul actual al istoriei 

literaturii şi al antologiei” în Delimitări şi ipoteze. Comunicări şi eseuri de teorie literară şi studii culturale, Iaşi, 

Polirom, 2008, p. 184 
2
 Clément Moisan, Istoria literară, Bucureşti, Editura Cartea Românească, 2000, p. 15 

3
Ibidem, p. 29 

4
Ibidem 
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Therefore, our research focuses on a critical revision of theme threads, approaches and 

current classifications, with an equally-distributed focus on international models of literary 

history and on what was preserved in/ from the vernacular literary historiography after 1990. 

Literary history has a two-dimensional structure: horizontally, it focuses on literary 

history seen as an historical and aesthetic phenomenon, and vertically, the trans-disciplinary 

dimension is emphasized by crossing several levels (thematic conflict, influences, and so on) 

of literarity, through the involvement in an interpretive theory of “included tertiary party”, 

that makes possible the free movement and interchange of information flow and knowledge 

flow which crosses the inner world of the phenomenon. 

In the taxonomy of literary histories that we take into account, there will be several 

referrals to the theory of “literary field” proposed by Pierre Bourdieu, the theory of “included 

tertiary party” theorized by Basarab Nicolescu, and to other theorized and critical domestic 

and North American opinions. 

Specifically, the thesis Traditional and Modern Approaches in the Construction of 

Literary Histories Emerged after 1990 is structured on four levels: the history of literary 

history, post-revolutionary literary history; literary history typologies; literary history 

topologies. 

In the first chapter of the thesis we made the necessary distinction between the 

history of literature, perceived as a synthesis of the operating laws, as an overview that 

includes all literary elements, occurred in succession, and literary history as an erudite 

discipline, interested in analyzing the literary historicity. It has been observed, in particular, 

the concrete mutations suffered by the concept of literary history at the national level, through 

the influence of criticism and literary theory and the ways in which Romanian literary 

histories retrieved traits of foreign literatures and cultures. 

After a brief overview of the major directions present in foreign literatures, mainly 

Western, we have conducted a concise "history of Romanian literary histories" from a 

grazing-traditional angle and a deeply-modern perspective, from the first literary histories 

subordinated to the cultural history, with the natural passage to literary histories concentrated 

only on Romanian literary productions and also reaching those literary histories with obvious 

aesthetic concerns. Literary histories appeared between 1944 – 1990 are not very numerous 

because of the politic context. 

After a cartographic sketch of the Romanian literary history phenomenon and literary 

histories published before 1990, we redesigned some models of literary history in the post-

revolutionary period which are analyzed in the second chapter of our research. 
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After the liberation from the shackles of the communist regime we are witnessing a 

revitalization of the phenomenon materialized through the occurrence of a considerable 

number of literary histories. All literary histories published after 1990 endorse either at a 

confessed or implied level, some features and characteristics from the already established 

hierarchies and values of the previous literary histories, and also those imposed by the literary 

groups around literary magazines, like România literară, Dilema, Observatorul cultural and 

other post-revolutionary and cultural publications. The tensions and pressures suffered by the 

Romanian literature under the communist regime are the lait-motif reflected in these literary 

histories as the social determinism and political influence couldn`t be obliterated. 

Starting with the desire to provide a thorough picture of the literary history seen as a 

post-revolutionary phenomenon, our research has focused on the identification and depiction 

of the specific and background issues that literary history has been confronted during this 

time. Another difficulty of the literary histories is reprezented by the methodology used, the 

selection criteria, structure, documentation and style which are all debatable. Trying to 

delineate the methodology used by contemporary literary histories we took into consideration 

the traditional influences, such as the global construction of literature from its origins to the 

present time, based on the principle of diachronic documentation, objectivity, and the literary 

periods division based on literary movements, periods, ideologies and so on. 

Background issues of the Romanian literary historiography concern the literary 

histories facing ethnic literary works because, by treating exclusively the literature created 

between national borders, minorities and authors creating outside are excluded, and hence a 

certain provincialism based on the monolingual trait emerges, situation which must be 

avoided. Timeliness problem of literary history can be overcome by accepting new models of 

literary histories and the quartering of literary histories between premises and achievements 

must also be overwhelmed, since none of the current literary histories follow an agreed, 

hypothetical definition. 

As current literary historiography is nowadays subject to numerous changes and 

influences, already detailed in the previous chapters, in chapter three we approached a 

delicate problem concerned with the classification of literary histories. 

In our research we inventoried the main types of literary histories identified over time 

by leading literary critics and historians, and then we proposed our own taxonomy of literary 

history based on dichotomies like: integral / total and partial / sequential, paradigmatic and 

monographic; autonomous / aesthetic and heteronomous / contextual. Also we dichotomized 

literary histories based on the theory of “included tertiary party”: traditional - modern – 
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heterogeneous and national - international – transnational. Another division of literary 

histories was made based on features like: modern and / or postmodern; the types of literary 

histories emerged were heteroclite and fractal (as proposed by Ion Manolescu) and so on. 

During the research we observed that literary histories do not fully belong to a single 

category, because literary histories usually amalgamate a number of processes, methods, 

analyzes, periods, selections, hierarchies, etc. taken from each other, building synthetic alloys. 

Consequently literary histories published after 1990 may be included, successively, 

partially or involuntarily, in several typological classifications from the ones previously 

suggested, because, as already diagnosed, none of these literary histories appeared after 1990 

can be included in a single category. The criteria taken into account to determine the 

typologies are based on particular characteristics of literary histories and they include the 

analysis of literary works, recurrence and dynamics of aesthetic principles, “literary field” 

location and the context: traditional and modern, national and international, etc. 

Established on the theory of transdisciplinarity, new concerns aimed at literary history, 

turn to transnational models of literary history with focus on “specific differences” of diverse 

cultures and to “quantitative” literary history appealing to different disciplines to transcend 

the original hermeneutical interpretations, which are both detailed in the last chapter of our 

research. 

It has been noticed that current literary histories topologies are based on the prevalent 

notion of spatiality, both in criticism and literary history and cultural studies, with a focal 

point on “spatial turn” as an alternative to the older literary analysis dedicated to time and 

linear history. The most important factors that contributed to this shift of perspective from 

temporality and literary history to spatiality and literary geography are generated and 

predetermined by social change and geo-political organizations (such as globalization, 

planetary village etc.) and a natural waiver to the ideal of the Enlightenment, namely the 

image of history seen as a progressive movement towards freedom and evolution. 

After a brief overview of the various aspects of spatiality such as literary cartography, 

literary geography, geocriticisms and so on we continued our research with the development 

of new international models of literary histories based on spatial cues. There have been 

identified two types of literary history: the quantitative one and the comparative / 

transnational one. Quantitative literary histories, defined in opposition to traditional forms of 

organization, are artificial models of quantitative interpretation of literary texts proposed by 

Franco Moretti in his studies, “graphic”, “maps” and “trees” are taken from different 
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disciplines, “graphs” from quantitative history, “maps” from geography and “trees” from 

evolutionary theory with the assumption of a rational literary history. 

Comparative/transnational literary history are based on a more flexible and integrative 

concept of literary history and tend to be something totally different from the traditional 

literary histories, addressing “literary production” from other geographical areas, written in 

different languages and coming from spaces with different cultural traditions. 

During the research there have been identified the following models of literary 

histories built on spatial features, evidenced by such concepts as “cultural nodes” (Marcel 

Cornis-Pope) “archipelago model” (Hervé Thery) and “(pen)insularity” (César Dominguez). 

After analyzing these models of literary histories built on spatial attributes, it remains 

to be seen what would be the chances for their development and survival. Meanwhile 

questions regarding the extent to which the work of “literary geography”, published in 

Romania after 1990, fail to synchronize with the western direction, represented by the 

research mentioned above, persist. 

Another pole of spatial features, connected to Romanian literature, are the studies of 

Cornel Ungureanu, pioneer of Romanian literary geography named as such, and adjacent 

concepts that this unit puts into circulation. Approaching cautiously the proposed concepts the 

author does not define literary geography as opposed to classical literary history nor is his 

intention to suspend the aesthetic canon, but literary history is seen as a complementary 

alternative to the traditional literary history, with all the components that contribute to the 

aesthetic argumentation and literariness. 

The fact is that literary historiography has always been a favored meeting place of 

ideas, which is why the research of literary history should not be limited to matters within the 

strictly sphere of literary, but should be extended to other related or even different fields of 

study, considering the fact that literary history is confirming multiple signs of vitality by 

accepting these transdisciplinary influences. 

 

Originality and Scientific Novelty 

Range and scope of literary history are sufficiently varied, based on countless “studies 

of literary history” and the increased number of “classic” literary histories occurred after 

1990. The novelty brought by this thesis consists of a modest inventory of projects and  a 

critical-theoretical and synthetic (re)interpretation of the literary “productions” accompanied 

by a pragmatic (re)assessment of research results with target on the taxonomy of 

contemporary literary histories and new patterns of Romanian and foreign literary history. 
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Our approach constitutes a hypothetical solid-reasoned “display”, based on scientific 

data, methods, and viewpoints that led to the results of the present doctoral research, 

completed with a thesis for the first time. 

 

Conclusions 
The conclusions confirm their validity through what was implicit-examined and 

detailed in the pages written so far. Even if the prospects offered can be perceived 

subjectively, we took the risk and tried to retrace the route of a research that aims to provide a 

“moved picture” of Romanian literary historiography, with the dynamics reflected in the 

detailed construction of the literary histories occurred after 1990. 

It has been noticed in recent years a growing interest in the historical studies and, as 

such, the present thesis has met this “trend” and tried to provide a natural and absolutely 

necessary orientation among contemporary literary histories. Our approach has been difficult 

given the reality that literary history is a heterogeneous phenomenon, insufficiently analyzed, 

centralized around mobile axes, which cannot be established in a fixed typology, being in 

front of a “delta” shaped literary landscape in constant motion. 

This research is part of the broader transdisciplinary perspectives, representing a 

(re)synthesis of Romanian literary histories, understood as a phenomenon and discipline, the 

volumetric reality taking into account the “reagents” used. By querying and analyzing current 

historiographical field we can better understand how literary histories were written in 

Romanian literature at first trials, which we generally sketched, to the way they evolved as 

constituted literary histories after 1990, mapped and reviewed by the proposed typologies 

explained during the research process. The novelty of the approach has resulted in the 

(re)evaluation of the literary history patterns, occurred during the above period and in the 

(re)systematization of Romanian literary histories, especially. 

The “intranational influences” of traditional literary histories were kept in sight, 

because they were constituted as models and variants processed by hybridized projects or 

inter- and extra national influences, who exercised projective, over the Romanian literary 

history, through theories and foreign models and/or the particular manner in which they 

fingerprinted the ways of building local literary history after 1990. 

The PhD thesis entitled Traditional and Modern Approaches in the Construction of 

Literary Histories Emerged after 1990 sought to provide an overview of the Romanian 

literary historiography and literary histories published after 1990, thus integrating current 

research trends, the revaluation from a contemporary perspective of the Romanian literary 
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histories, as well as a (re)systematization of the main types of literary history present in 

national and international literary landscape. 
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