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Introduction

The complex matter of the Anglican reform and tmeation in England of a national
church, separate from Rome, has not yet been tjeetalif a work of synthesis in the Romanian
theological literature. In the paper herein wetfamgned at covering the bibliographical gaps in the
specialized Romanian literature. Therefore, oulep&pa contribution to the study of the Protestant
reform, which started at the beginning of the I&htury in Western Europe.

The research methods that the paper herein is basedre structural, comparative-
analytical and theological. Our research is mas#ged on the analysis and interpretation of laws
enacted by Parliament, letters, private testamastgell as diocesan and parochial registries.

The main aim of our work is to distinguish the speelements of the Protestant Reform in
England. Regarding the Anglican Church, we aimistirrtjuish both Catholic elements, as well as
its various Protestant (Lutheran, Calvin, Zwingjiglements, reflected in its doctrine as well as in
the divine worship.

Current state of research in the field

The Anglican Reform is covered by an exhaustivdidmgbaphy. Although the facts and
events concerning the Reform in England are knomdhaccepted by historians, there is an ample
series of divergent interpretations.

For schools of history took turns in dominating ithea-fertile stage of the 20th century. The
first one is that oRlfred F. Pollard and his successqiend of the 19th century - beginning of the
2nd World War). This school privileges a politigakesentation of events, under the influence of A.



F. Pollard. Its members were preoccupied with the politidadehsion of the Reform. The priority
given to the political and official aspects of tReformation is also seen in the case of Frederick
Maurice Powicke, Stanley T. Bindoff and GeoffreydRIph Elton; the latter dominated the studies
on the English 16th century for more than twentgrge Elton claims that the church reform under
Henry VIII was a fast process, accomplished andsegd by the Government.

The second great school of history is representetigtorian Arthur G. Dickens, whose
work — The English Reformatién- will serve as reference for all historians, ananmal for all
students. For Dickens, the most noteworthy parthef studied phenomena ikeir religious
dimension According to Dickens, the English church reforappened so fast and had such a great
following because it was supported by the poputatibherefore, he claims it is a "grassroots”
reform; popular and much awaited. A. G. Dickensitized religious factors and stressed the
development of a vigorous endogenous religion errtims of Catholicism.

Historians Christopher HaighJ. J. Scarisbrick and Eamon Duffy are part tfied history
trend born in the '80s of the 20th century. They comfttsA.G. Dickens' theses regarding the
religious convictions of the English at the begngnof the modern era, the causes of the Henrician
schism and of the Reformation, as well as the sp#acthplementation of Protestantism in the
kingdom. These historians will quickly receive tr@merevisionists.

Starting with the '90s, revisionist historians héeen contested kyost-revisionistsThis
fourth family of historians is mostly comprised Aferican scholars, of which we name Norman
Jones, Peter Marshall and Alec Ryrie, Diarmaid Mdlw€h, Andrew Pettegree and Ethan H.
Shagan. Post-revisionist historians bring back ghszussion the methods and the conclusions of
Revisionists, but not their starting point. Theppose a revaluation of A. G. Dickens' works and
try to explore new tracks in order to understarel $ichism and the Reformation. Post-revisionists
research the evolution of mentalities towards tteeptance of a new religion.

In their turn, French Catholics took interest ie tBnglish Reformation and the Anglican
Church. The English Reformation was studied by alBostave Constant, historian Emile G.

Léonard.

! Alfred F. Pollard Henry VIII, Longman, London, 1902; Idehomas Cranmer and the English Reformation, 1489-
1556 Longman, London, 1904; Ideriolsey: Church and State in Sixteenth Century HEwjlaongman, London,
1929.

2 A. G. DickensThe English Reformatigisecond Edition, BT Batsford Ltd, London, 1989.

® Christopher HaighReformation and Resistance in Tudor Lancash@ambridge University Press, Cambridge,
1975; Idem,The Last Days of the Lancashire Monasteries and Rilgrimage of Grace Manchester, 1969;
Christopher Haigh (ed.J;he English Reformation revise@ambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1987.

* The wordrevisionismrefers here to revaluation, re-examination of résearch conducted on the 16th century, as
well as for other periods.
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A few articles written by Romanian theologists (PiSpiridon Candea, PhD, Pr. Prof. -
Isidor Todoran, PhD; Pr. Prof. - Petru Rgzand Pr. Prof. Ene Bragte) discuss the birth of the
Anglican Church, its doctrine and worship during fhist half of the 16th century..

Chapter I: Premises of the Protestant Reform in Enand

The first chapter presents the general premisdheoProtestant Reform. The chapter also
sketches the historical circumstances and thelentabl atmosphere in which the English Reform
was born and developed.

The Reform was the consequence of the social, etiengolitical, cultural and religious
transformations that occurred in the states of WasEurope at the turn of the 15th century into
the 16th. In their turn, Christianity as a religiand the Church as an institution influenced the
evolution of Western society. That is why the udfiody of the Reform can be correctly presented
in terms of its premises, nature and effects amihe context of the historical conditions of tha,e
as a component of a global historical process.

The Babylonian captivity of Popes in Avignon (13D877), the Papal schism (1378-1417),
followed by conciliar councils in Pisa, Konstangad8! - which certified the idea of Church Reform
(reformatio in capite et membjided to the birth of the irreparable conflict withthe Western
church; they weakened the Pope's monarchic awhand his prestige of absolute power.
Undermined from the inside, papacy was up agastieviations and denials coming from simple
believers, which materialized in a series of he®sand attempts to renew a spiritual life
independent from the Church and official theology.

Between the 12th and the 13th centuries, WestemwrdBhconfronted with a series of
heretic movements, the most important of whichGaéharism - initiated by the former Cistercian
abbot Joachim of Flora (1130/1135-1202) - and thald@hsianism. By a series of ideas
encapsulated in their doctrines, Cathars and eapedValdensians anticipated the Protestant
Reform. That is why they were rightfully considerdteir precursors. These heresies were
protesting in nature, being directed against thth@& church. First, they are a response to the
immorality of the clergy and the secularization tbé Church, determined by its institutional
centralization, and aims to purify religion anduretto apostolic Christianity.

During the 14th century, the Church confronted wither remonstrative religious
movements that claimed an internal reform of papatlyese new forms of religious life, profane
and popular by excellence, came from the loweretakistrata. They proposed a novel type of
faith, sentimental and spontaneous, centred nahearetical reflection and the formal ritual of
external practices, but on medication and emoti@aaticipation. As opposed to heresies, these

religious movements did not deviate from the dogwiathe Church, since they lacked doctrine.
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Yet they seemed suspicious to the eyes of churttioaties, as they had emerged and developed
on the fringes of the norms of faith and outside thstitutionalized structures of the Church
(monasteries, urban convents, rural parishes). Antlo@ protesting religious movements that came
into existence during the 14th century, we distisguhe so-called Flagellants. The movement of
the flagellants was popular, anti-clerical and nass in nature; they denied the charismatic,
healing powers of the Church. Beguins and Beghdidigot practice hearings, nor did they follow
any certain monastic rules; that is why they dreevdttention of church authorities very quickly.

Many of the 14th century religious movements wenestimal in nature. They proposed a
purely contemplative brand of piety and a spiritifalas simple as possible, free from any trace of
liturgical glamour. The mystic movement developsdaareaction against formal and mechanical
sacerdotal ritual that existed in the Church irsthbmes. The most important of these movements
was, without a doubt, the mystic movement in Geynavhose founder was Dominican Meister
Eckhart (1260-1328). A radical version of mysticisvasthe Heresy of the Free Spiritvhich
broke all ties to the Church and, implicitly, itses and charitable work. Another important
religious movement arose in the Netherlands, duttegfirst half of the 14th century. It was also
known as the "Brethren of the Common LifeDewrotio modernd"the new piety"), since its adepts
practiced a simple, generous and tolerant Chrigfiaaway from theological speculations and
mystical experiences. The initiator of the movemernats Gerhart de Groote (1340-1384), who
came from a bourgeois family in Deventer. The ngoal of Devotio modernavas to form a
relatively simple audience for prayer and piddevotio modernashows the religious trend of
filtering our clergy at the end of the 14th centarnyd beginning of the next, as well as laymen's
tendency to take Christianity upon themselves.ppasition to the all-encompassing conception of
Church authority (one body, one head), lay soca#yms its autonomy. Religious movements
mostly comprised of laymen - tlidumiliati, the Beguines and the Beghards, the Adepts dfiibe
Spirit - tend to accuse church organisation andbisses. Religious movements arising during the
14th century indicate the breadth of the protests @mplaints against the Church and Papacy.
The need for the Roman Church to suffer a reforroapite et membrigvas felt everywhere, and
became even more pressing in the backdrop of teat®apal Schism, which started in 1378.

The advent of the Great Papal Schism caused twctioaa. The first consisted in a
rejection of ecclesiastic hierarchy - seen as @brruand of the mediating role of the Church.
Equally, the theology of the Holy Mysteries and gractice of selling indulgences were rejected,
invoking in exchange the need for a free religibigs built exclusively on the Bible and its free
interpretation. This reaction was expressed by Whaliffe and Jan Hus. It was a radicalization of
prior attempts, originating not from within the Cbl, like the heresies of the 12th and 13th

centuries, but from its fringes - the academiapmrmunity with a penchant for non-conformity.
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The second reactioi the Church crisis consistedthe emergence of the Conciliarisseen as an
ideal solution of reforming papacy and retainirggunity. The theory of Conciliarism held that the
only supreme authority in Church is the generalncduthe gathering of all believers, and that
papacy must subject to the decisions taken byfdhisn.

The Babylonian captivity of popes in Avignon (130877) but especially the Great Papal
Schism (1378-1417) contributed to the general tddgith into the papal institution, in its quality
of leader of the Roman Church as well as in thdartmof "universalist” papal supremacy. These
events therefore caused a significant weakeningapfal authority and called into question the
claims of "universal" papal hegemony by Europeamanchs, whose states were undergoing
centralization.

In England, just like in the other Western statedargoing centralization, the royal policy
of legislative unification and expansion of the @atence of royal jurisdiction over all subjecty, la
and clerical, was hampered by the legal privilegfethe Church. During the Middle Ages, England
was Papacy's only source of income, as it held nemdt estate in the kingdom. During the 14th
century, the Church owned approximately one thirthe English territory. This made it even more
difficult to unify the Kingdom, which is what thenglish monarchy committed to doing. During the
14th century, the conflict between the Church dmel English Kingdom deepened as an anti-
clerical trend started taking shape, includingsaltial categories - and especially the emerging
bourgeoisie, comprised of chapmen and tradesmémwins, the gentility in the country side and
the dependent peasantry. The estates and privilegebhe English Church as well as its
subordination to the Roman Curia triggered, in Bnd| a general hostility regarding the Church of
Rome. This hostility gave birth to a two-fold oppgm» movement, directed against the English
Church and clergy on one hand, and against papatyeoother.

The practice of appointing foreign clerics, espiciialian, as heads of bishoprics and
monasteries caused a profound dissatisfaction antorglish believers. The appointment of
foreign clerics over bishoprics and monasterieBngland, their absence from the community and
the sheer amount of revenues that these peoplgeghjed to the concentration of fortune in the
hands of a few prelates, dependent on the Romaia.Qure abuses committed by the local clergy
are met by papal interferences into the interntiraf of the English Kingdom and the excessive
taxation practiced by the Papal Curia, which trrggea strong anti-papal sentiment.

During the reign of Edward Ill (1327-1377), the IRament passed a series of decrees
meant to confine some of the rights traditionakdhby the Papacy in England. On February 9th,
1351, the English Parliament issui Statute of Provisorsvhich cancelled the Pope's right to
appoint in clerical positions persons belonginghe Roman Church in England. On September

23rd, 1353, the Parliament enactbd Statute of Praemunireneant to confine papal jurisdiction
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as much as possible. This law forbade the practideansferring outside of England, to Roman
courts, ecclesiastic trials which had to be trigdEnglish Royal courts.

During the second half of the 14th century, theagimon to the Roman Church took an
organized, fundamental form in England. Its mogtomtant advocates were John Wycliffe and his
disciples, the "Lollards.” As early as 1350, Wyfelisupported the emancipation of the Church of
England from under papal authority, an idea prochditg the English monarchy. John Wycliffe
advances two fundamental theses: a theory of sepalaer that resembles that of Marsiglio de
Padova, and one that refers to the reformatiom@fGhurch. Wycliffe's ideas foreshadow Marin
Luther's doctrine that came to light in 1517, dmat is the reason why he is considered a precursor
of the Protestant Reform. Lollards - Wycliffe'sades - disseminated a simplified version of their
mentor's theological doctrine. Lollardy is compdsef three trends of opposition: a university
trend, animated by Woycliffe's disciples in Oxford; political trend, rallying the noblemen
supporting the Crown's independence from the Chuacid thirdly, there is secular Lollary,
associating a ruthless criticism of the visible @huto the teachings of the Gospel. Regarding the
teachings of faith, Lollardy is characterized byg firactice of a simple, "evangelical" faith and by
its opposition to the Roman Church. Lollards gaveagimportance to the sermon; at the same
time, they claimed free access to the Holy Scrgptior all people, in their national languages.
Woycliffe's ideas, taken over and processed by lulatd disciples, are rightly considered by
numerous historians the English origins of the &staint reform.

During the 15th century, gradually, English royatbok control over the clergy, as papal
authority weakened in England. Practically, Romanrch courts lost their entire authority in
England. Papal patronage almost disappeared. Tiviyaof the Pope and his representatives was
limited to three areas: absolution and other proals, church taxes and church-related
appointments. This subordination of the Churchhio gtate is a direct consequence of the statutes
voted by the English parliament during the 14thtasn their effects showing more clearly into the
15th [(The Statute of Provisofd351) andl'he Statute of Praemuni{@353)].

Starting with the second half of the 15th centutlye progress of culture, reflected
especially by humanists' effort to spread the pdnword, prepared public opinion for the Reform
and acquired spiritual weapons for the reformeas Would prove efficient in their confrontation
with the Roman Church. Humanism appeared as aioaamgainst Medieval scholastic, favouring
the spread of the Protestant Reform. The mosiamilrepresentative of Christian Humanism was
Erasmus of Rotterdam (1467-1536). Among otherspuigished a critical edition of thElew
Testamen(1516), the textual basis of the Reforie Praise of Folly(1511) and hiolloquia
(1522), in which he talks against the abuses andigtions of lay institutions and of the Catholic
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church, sterile scholastic and false savants. wéik is an introduction to the great thinkers o th
Reform.

Humanism did two great services to the Reform.tlyirby means of the accuracy and
dedication of research of the resources, partitidar and mysteries of classic languages,
Humanism stimulated the development of biblicalgests and favoured reformers' tendency of
putting the Bible back at the centre of faith (exithg the Holy Tradition). On the other hand,
Humanists played a part in discrediting the CathGlhurch and clergy by means of polemic texts,
criticising the lack of vocation, the preoccupation earthly riches and worldly pleasures, their
ignorance and tolerance - especially in the caseariks. At the beginning of the 16th century,
under the influence of humanistic ideas, a refogiiend arose in England, whose aim was no less
than the general reformation of the Church. Theatgrepresentatives of this reforming trend
include John Colet, the Dean of the Saint Paultbé&timal in London; Thomas Morus, attorney and
future chancellor, and humanists Thomas Linacrbn Jasher and William Tyndale, who were

part of the Cambridge reformation group.

Chapter II: Henry VIII and the English Reformation

Chapter Il discusses the circumstances of the icotrfiggered between Henry VIII (1509-
1547) and Papacy, the schism from the Church of&Rand the measures taken by the King in
order to subordinate the Church; also, we discussryHVIIl's actions aiming to strengthen the
unity of faith of the Anglican Church, insistinglely on the political reasoning that caused his
oscillation between Catholicism and Protestantism.

After the death of King Henry VII (April 22, 1509is son, Henry Tudor, succeeded him
to the throne under the name of Henry VIII. Brietijter his father's funeral, the new King
officiated his marriage to Princess Catherine adgan (June 11, 1509). He declared he wished to
marry Catherine, although issues afferent to thgalpédispense still remained unsolved. In 1527,
Henry VIII took the decision of ending his marriageCatherine of Aragon so that he could marry
Anne Boleyn instead, who he was in love with andowhe hoped, would finally give him a
legitimate heir. In truth, Henry VIII's divorce fmo Catherine is the pretext of the tear between the
Church of England and Rome. In the favourable odrté a tear from the Church of Rome, two
factors can be considered triggering of the schibm:profound dissatisfaction of Henry VIII for
not having a male heir to ensure the successidgheoffudors on the throne of England, and the
disastrous state of royal finances.

Starting with 1529, the Parliament becomes thel iohsarument serving the King. Henry
VIII decided to utilize the Parliament in order &mcelerate the procedure of requesting the

annulment of his marriage to Catherine of Aragonth® same time, the King contacted the main
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universities in Europe, requesting their opiniontioa legitimacy of his divorce. A few universities
from England (Oxford, Cambridge), France (Paridé¢é@ns) and Italy (Ferrara, Bologna) agreed.
Universities from Spain (Alcala, Grenada, Sevild Germany spoke against the royal divorce,
supporting the pope.

Between 1530 and 1532, Henry VIl initiated a seoéattacks against the English Church,
aiming at subordination of the clergy against rogathority as well as full subordination of the
Church. The provincial council met in February 1581d recognized Henry VIII as "supreme
leader of the Church of England,” which contributedhe increase in power and authority of the
English Crown. In March 1532, the House of Commamngte a petition to the King - known as
The CommorisSupplication against the Ordinaries in which they address the issue of the
laymen's dissatisfaction with the expansion of gyeprivileges and church jurisdiction. In May
1532, Henry applied one final blow to the ChurcheKing sent the Council a list of requirements
that drastically limited the clergy's right to drawp legislation regarding the operation of the
Church independently from royal authority. The @es of law brought to the attention of the
clergy stipulated that the Council could not meéhout the King's permission. Also, before the
enforcement of a decision of the Council, it had#éoauthorized by the King. On May 15, 1532,
the Council unanimously voted a document entitfelct of Submission of the Clerdyy which
all the King's requirements were accepted. Accgrdm this document, only the King had the
authority to pass legislation on religious matters.

At the beginning of 1532, Henry had another atteatmonvincing the Pope to approve his
divorce from Catherine of Aragon. Confronted witte tPope's final refusal, Henry decided to
separate from Rome. In parliamentary sessions dedobetween 1532 and 1534, the Parliament
would vote many crucial laws that redefined thatiehs between Church and the English State:
the Act in Conditional Restraint of Annates, that@e in Restraint of Appealnd the Act of
Supremacyln 1534, the Parliament had an intense legisladistévity. It passed a series of laws
whose enforcement aimed at total and definitiveonashof Papal authority in England; these laws
contributed to the fracture from the Church of Roifieus,The Act of Dispensatiorsgipulated that
licenses and dispensations could be obtained iaBthgwithout the need for Pope's approval. In
December 1534, under Henry VIlI's pressure, thdidaent approvedhe Act of Supremagcyy
which the King was named ti®&upreme Head of the Church of Englanithout any doctrinal or
disciplinary restriction. The Act of Supremacy ained all the claims that Henry had been making
and forwarding to the Council for approval sinc815At the same timehe Act of Supremacy
states thatAnglicana Ecclesiadefinitively replaces Roman jurisdictioifhe Act of Supremacy

officiated the fracture of the English Church frdRome. At the same time, it represented the
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"legal" grounds for the persecution of all thoseovdtood against the schism proposed by Henry
VIII.

In 1536, English Catholicism received one final viblavhen legislation was passed
stipulating the dissolution of monasteries andgdeeularization of their estates. In March 1536, a
piece of draft legislation was passdaissolution of Lesser Monasteries Acitipulating that all
churches with an annual revenue of 200 poundsssri@uld be dissolved, and their assets would
be passed onto the Crown. The Dissolution of LeSk®rasteries Act stipulates a transfer of their
revenues to the Crown for better use; in trutls s a nationalization of Church assets, followed
by sale thereof, whose main beneficiaries wereaw{ibrds, noblemen, royal officers), provincial
gentry and wealthy bourgeois.

The population had mixed reactions regarding thigshe regions in Southern England, the
Government decision was accepted without protagdt.irBthe north, where monastic life was still
influential and popular, Government representativese met with stark resistance from the
population.

In 1539, theAct for the Dissolution of the Greater Monasteri@as voted, supressing
monastic life in England. In short, this ample actfor the dissolution of monastic settlements had
a triple objective: the subjection of all monast@mmunities, the collection of money without
asking for Parliamentary support and especially weakening of faith in these monastic
settlements, which were the basic pillars of Catisyh in England.

The fracture of the Church of England from Papaeayg wfficiated by legislation ratified by
the English Parliament between 1531 and 1534. €paration from Rome was approved by the
Act of Supremagywhich recognized the King &upreme Head of the Church of Englamithout
any doctrinal or disciplinary restriction.he Act of Supremack the birth certificate of the
Anglican Church Starting with 1534, the Church of England is Amglican Churchseparate from
Rome. The need for this rupture as well as Cromaetl Thomas Cranmer's influence would
propel the Anglican Church to officially adopt refted theology, against the major obstacle
represented by the King. Initially, Henry VIII wa®mewhat reticent to new protestant ideas,
although, starting with 1527, he used them in otdesbtain the cancellation of his first marriage
to Catherine of Aragon. On the other hand, threstemith excommunication by the Pope, who
wanted the discussion of Henry VIII's acts withigemeral council, the King himself was forced to
impose his religious supremacy and prerogativetenms of faith in the Anglican Church. Thus,
the reasons leading to the Reformation in Englaecewfirstly, more political than religious.

Henry VIII decided to draw up a confession of faith order to express the religious
doctrine of the new Anglican Church and, at the eséime, to strengthen its unity of faith, which

was the foundation of the Kingdom's political uni@n July 11 1536, the Council of Canterbury
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enacted the firsTen Articles of Faithof Lutheran inspiration, strongly influenced e tso-called
Wittenberg Articles

In August 1536, thénjunctions drawn up by Thomas Cromwell, would give strertgtkthe
Ten Articles the clergy was under the obligation of preactand explaining thénjunctionsin all
the Churches in the Kingdom. These carry the mdrkutheranism, since they vehemently
disapproved pilgrimages and icons, considered tssuiof superstition and hypocrisy.”" These
changes in the Catholic doctrine and the aliendtiom the traditional practices of the Church of
England triggered strong religious protests wittive Kingdom (in Lincolnshire Yorkshire,
Cumberland, Northumberland and Lancashire).

Popular revolts in Northern England convinced Hevilly of the necessity of strengthening
the unity of doctrine in the Church and, implicjtthe political unity of the Kingdom. Right at the
time his diplomacy was unconvincingly "courting"therans again, Henry VIl reaffirmed his will
of embracing the Catholic faith and worship ag&inJuly 1537, the King presented the Council
with a second confession of faith, namélge Institution of the Christian Maralso known as
Bishop's Bookwhich would replace th&en Articles This new exposure of faith explained the
liturgy and the dogma, being more Catholic in cahthan Lutheran. The development of the
Bishop's Book is a compromise between reformersGattolic conservatives.

In June 1538, Catholic Europe conciliates. Chavleend Francis | signed in Nice a ten-
year truce. In these conditions, Thomas Cromweabppsed the continuation of the pursuit of
alliance with the Lutherans. In September 15382@mid set of instructionsThe Second Royal
Injunctions of Henry Vlllor The Thirteen Articles was drawn up, the result of the collaboration
between Anglican and Lutheran theologigtke Thirteen Articlesvere inspired by the Lutheran
Confession in Augsburg, being strongly influencedLUoitheranism. For this reason, Henry VIl
refused to approve this confession of faith.

A notable success of Protestantism was the devealopof an official version of the Bible
in English; 1535 was the year of publication of tBible translated into English by Miles
Coverdale. In 1539, théreat Biblewas published, which was a translation that meiydtdam
Tyndale and Miles Coverdale's work.

On September 17, 1538, Pope Paul Il published yH¥hit's excommunication, absolving
his subjects of any subjection to the King. Thiedj the rupture of the Church of England from
Rome was irreconcilable.

In April 1539, theAct for the Dissolution of the Greater Monasteness voted, supressing
monastic life in England. By law, the King receiveanership of all monasteries. Religious orders

were dissolved.
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In May 1539, Henry VIII brought before the Parliamhé¢éheSix Articles of Faithdrawn up
in order to definitively re-establish the unity faith of the Anglican Church. With the help of the
Parliament, the King passed tBtatute of Six Articlewhich cancelled’he Ten Articlesf 1536.

On January 6 1540, the King married Protestant Atfen€leves, native of a duchy situated
at the border between the Netherlands and GernTdrgynew wife was recommended by Thomas
Cromwell. By perfecting this alliance, Cromwell Wwexl to conclude an alliance between England
and Lutheran principalities in the north of Germamje fear of an attack of European powers -
France and Germany were reconciled - pushed HeHtyoNW the conservatives' side. The King's
marriage to Catholic Catherine Howard sanctionesl fwoximity to the group of Catholic
conservatives who, during this ephemeral marriggmed influence in the royal court.

In 1543, Henry VIl tried to give another blow teodBestantism, who had lost ground. A
commission of bishops and theologists approvediaed version of th&ishop's Bookvhich was
signed by the King; that is why, at the suggestib8tephen Gardiner, it received the nafieg's
Book This document was fully conservative, being werittn the spirit of th&ix (bloody) Articles
It confirms the conservative orientation of Henr{{lVExcept for the primacy of the Pope, the
Catholic dogma is stated in explicit terms in Kiag's Book and the justification, the concept of
free will and the Holy Mysteries find here theircastral interpretation.

On July 12, 1543, the King married for the sixthd dast time to Catherine Parr, an astute
supporter of the Reformation, who contributed t® ithifluence of the Protestant cause at the Royal
Court. The education of Edward, Prince heir, wasusted to the protestant clergy close to the
Queen. The conflict between Conservatives and tanits took a turn for the worse in the autumn
of 1546. The stake of the dispute between the tartigs was the control over Edward, a minor,
and heir apparent. Since the Prince was underagegancy Council was due. The fight between
the two factions was won by Edward Seymour, EafHeftford. Using the advantage of the fact
that he was uncle to the heir apparent, the EaHestford had influence at the royal court. He
concluded a series of political alliances with thembers of the King's Privy Council, who allowed
him to circumvent the plans of his conservativalgvand exclude them from any influential circles

after Henry VIlI's death.

Chapter IlI: The Evolution of the English Reformation during Edward VI's Reign

After the death of Henry VIII (January 28, 154he tsuccession to the throne took place
according to the wishes of the former king: the IReince, Edward, son of Henry VIII and Jane of
Seymour, who ascended to the throne at age 9. dimegyking became the third sovereign from the
Tudor dynasty and the first English Protestant sziga to receive the royal crown. Yet, throughout

his minority, the Regency Council comprised of 1@&mmbers held the actual power within the
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Kingdom. The Regency Council was under the leadgersha Lord Protector Eduard Seymour
(1547-1549), and of hord President of the Coungcilohn Dudley. By receiving the title &brd
Protector, Eduard Seymour had the royal power in his hathds, reducing his colleagues' influence
to the point of subordination. On February 17, 13dward Seymour received the tile@fike of
SomersetThree days later (February 20, 1547), Edward M4{-1553) was crowned King of
England.

Eduard Seymour became the first Protestant to aHeetive and true control of the state.
Also, most members of the Regency Council wereeBtant. The Duke of Somerset would govern
England in a spirit of tolerance, accepting theediem of debate and the immunity of MPs. With
the ascent of Edward VI on the throne of Englahd,Rarliament would play a decisive role in the
State. The call to Parliament for voting laws wolbétome current practice.

Edward Seymour had great understanding for Prateglaas. Since the beginning of his
protectorate, the Duke of Somerset took all measurerder to introduce the Reform in England.
The tolerance for Protestantism manifested by théxeDallowed for the action of Calvinist
reformers in the Kingdom: Petrus Martyre Vermigli®xford, Bernardino Ochino and John Laski
in London and Martin Bucer in Cambridge; all th&setestant theologists took refuge in England
from the Continent, as friends of Jean Calvin amdnkch Bullinger. Under the impulse of the
Duke of Somerset, religion started changing itseapgnce. The most visible changes took place in
terms of worship in Church. Thajunctionsenacted by Thomas Cromwell were amplified; the
new Royal Injunctiondssued on July 31, 1547 prohibited processiorth®muse of the rosary and
announced that religious edifices would be cledreoh all objects considered idolatrous. There
would be two books in English in each Church, ngntleé Holy Scripture and thearaphrasesof
Desiderius Erasmus (of Rotterdam), whose transiatias partly carried out by Princess Mary
Tudor. On December 2 1547, the Council voted lagmh prohibiting the ravishment of the
Mystery of the Eucharist, stipulating the estabhigimt of communion under both kinds, for
laymen. TheLord Protector appointed bishops. They were appointed by meanhetfetters
Patentof the Regency Council, and only for the duratapproved by the King. This is a clear
evidence of the secularization of religious pow&nother measure enforced by the Duke of
Somerset was the abolishment of the title of chaad the seizure, for the benefit of the State, o
all pious foundations, chapels, hospitals, colleged churches without an episcopalian see (July
1547). This decision was dictated both by the farandifficulties that England was confronted
with, and by his desire of destroying the Kingdom&dieval legacy. Besides financial reasons, the
dissolution of chapels was also backed by theo#bgimtives. Chapels were associated with the

Catholic doctrine, more specifically with prayerbage aim was to reduce the time spent by the
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souls of the dead in purgatory. In other words,dissolution of chapels condemned prayers for the
dead, which were associated to the belief in thstexce of purgatory.

In the parliamentary session of November-Deceml@48]1 the Parliament voted a
document repealing th8tatute of the Six Articlesr The Bloody Agtenacted by Henry VIl in
1539. In January 1548, an ordinance reiterateablitigation of fasting on Fridays and during the
Easter Lent. Another ordinance issued in Febru&¥8lforbade any individual initiative of
amending religious rituals. All these provisionsustrate the Duke of Somerset's life-long
preoccupation and interest in assuring a balantvece@ Catholics and Protestants and, at the same
time, introducing a climate of conciliation betwetre two confessions. Under the patronage of
Catherine Parr, Henry VIII's last wife, and withetparticipation of young princess Mary Tudor,
Nicholas Udall, Canon of Windsor, translated intogksh the New Testament of Desiderius
Erasmus, The first tome or volume of the Paraphrase of Emasnpon the newe testamehtso
known as the Paraphrases of Erasmyiswhich was published in 1548. A legislative demis
stipulated for this work to be introduced in chueshnstead of th&reat Biblepublished in 1539 -
which included the two versions of the Holy Scriptbelonging to Tyndale and Coverdale - and
which was declared heretical by the Parliamenis Ihteresting to see that tiRaraphrasesvere
harshly critical to the abuses of the Roman Chupelspming one of the key texts of Edward VI's
reform.

In July 1547, bishop Thomas Cranmer publishedBibek of Homiliesa set of sermons to
be used by the clergy. Cranmer's sermons insistetleoLutheran notion of justification by faith -
Of the Salvation of All MankindCranmer exposes the Lutheran basis of the jeatifin of man
solely by faith ¢ola fidg and not by good deeds. He protests against seataimrituals and
Catholic superstitions. ThBook of Homilieswas imposed by royal proclamation, on April 24,
1548. Stephen Gardiner and Edmund Bonner, Catbalwops of Winchester and London, drew
up a series of objections and criticisms regardimg theses exposed by Archbishop Thomas
Cranmer in thdook of HomiliesStephen Gardiner refuted the theses of justifinaby faith only,
as formulated by Cranmer, by means of the concéptre® will, defended by Erasmus of
Rotterdam. He asserted the sacrificial nature eHably Liturgy, declared his agreement with the
worship before pious imagery and condemned theiagarof priests. The next day, June 30, 1548,
Stephen Gardiner was expunged from his see anttereded in the Tower of London.

On March 8, 1548, th&rder of Communionvas published, authored by a group of clerics
led by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer; this was a paetpbtesenting the Holy Eucharist in a
succinct, clear form. The authors of the pamphigeed with the communion under both kinds.
Another Protestant influence is the obligation tiic@te all religious worship in English. Thus,rfo

the first time, the Anglican liturgy used the laage of the people.
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A legislative provision of March 13, 1548 statedttthe sole purpose of tineissawas the
communion of believers, and that the Holy Commurdould only be celebrated in the presence of
a gathering of the faithful. Yet, the old ritualtbemissawas kept, and so were the services for the
dead. The form of the liturgy was undergoing "Lu#masation," yet its foundations remained
Catholic.

On January 21, 1549 he Book of Common Prayer thePrayer Bookwas approved. This
triggered a hostile reaction among the populationpoth west and east of England, which
culminated in a series of revolts. These contrithtiethe fall of the Duke of Somerset.

John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland (1550-1553)pktaver the leadership of the
kingdom. The first measure he enforced was to seimk destroy Catholic books used for the
celebration of the Liturgy. At the beginning of dany 1550, a piece of legislation passed by the
Parliament requested the destruction of all bodKkstargy that were prior to thBook of Common
Prayerof 1549. On January 25, 1550, the Parliament vtitedaw against imagery, stipulating the
destruction of statues, paintings and frescoesrglchurches.

The implantation of radical Protestantism of Calwigpiration in the Anglican Church was
marked by the development ®he Second Prayer BookSince the end of 1550, Cranmer had
proposed bishops to revise the first edition. NiabdRidley decided, in his diocese, to replace
altars in churches with simple tables fully covebgda modest cloth, dismissing any reference to
the idea of a sacrifice, the table symbolizing egunlely the idea of a common supper. The
destruction of altars suggested the disappearahe@myidea of material presence in the Holy
Eucharist and marked the radicalization of thermafd’he Second Prayer Boakas published in
1552. Its contents reveal a strong mark ofZienglistic - Calvinist spirit very far from Lutheran
positions, evident in the first version of tReayer Book of 1549. At the same time, remoulding of
the Anglicanmissais founded on the theological principles of MarBocer, as presented in his
work Censura In theSecond Prayer Bogkhe term "missa" disappeaidissa became a simple
religious mass, commemorative in nature, and itndidhave any common grounds with traditional
Catholic Liturgy. Thus, we can say that this wasdlefinitive transition to the Anglicanissa

In 1551, King Edward VI and his Privy Council tadk&rchbishop Thomas Cranmer with
drawing up a new confession of faith in forty-twdices (the Forty-two Articles Act)This

document legally and officially abolished Cathdhagh in England.

Chapter IV: The Downfall of the English Reformation and the Restoration of
Catholicism during the Reign of Mary Tudor
The death of Edward VI (July 5, 1553) was met witfhnts for the throne. All potential

heirs to the throne were women: Mary and Elizabaetdmed in Henry VIII's will; Jane Grey,
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designated by Edward VI, and the Queen of ScotldMaty Stewart, niece of Margaret, Henry
VIIlI's older sister. On July 10 1553, Jane Grewcni of Henry VIII, was proclaimed Queen of
England. Yet only nine days after, she was remoVéeé. Privy Council proclaimed Mary Tudor
(1553-1558), daughter of Henry VIII, as Queen.

Upon her ascent to the throne of England, Queery Mador had two main objectives:
restore Catholicism and ensure dynasty lineageJun25 1554, Mary Tudor married King Philip
Il of Spain (1556-1598), the son of Emperor ChaNesThe Queen started a strict policy of
eradicating Protestantism and restoring Catholigisrie entire Kingdom. On October 1553, the
Parliament voted th&irst Act of Repealwhich re-established the official religion as1&47.
Among others, the Act repealed all acts that albwemmunion under both kinds (bread and
wine) for laymen, the use of the twlBooks of Common Prayethe disappearance of certain
holidays and fasts and the marriage of priestshdtsame time, the law stipulated punishments for
any sign of disrespect for the Catholic religior @s symbols. Also, it was prohibited to officiate
any religious services according to reformed rgyak at December 20, 1553.

On January 3, 1554, the Parliament apprdtedSecond Statute of Repeahich abolished
all laws hostile to Papacy and Catholicism whicH baen passed after 1529. Since the Parliament
was strongly against it, Queen Mary Tudor did meatim the possessions of the Church of Rome
which had been seized under her father's rule.

Starting with 1555, the religious politic of Maryudor is radicalized by the initiation of
bloody persecutions against Protestants. Betweenuke/ 1555 and November 1558, a severe
wave of persecution against Protestants counted A88ms recorded in Mary Tudor's
martyrology, who was henceforth given the nickndh@ody Mary Mary's anti-reformation acts
coincided with the papal counter-reform on the wemtt. The victims of Mary Tudor's
persecutions included Protestant bishops Hugh lestidicholas Ridley and Archbishop Thomas
Cranmer. Regarding the geographic distributionicims, the north and west of England have the
lowest numbers. Approximately 85% of Mary's victimge members of south-eastern dioceses:
London, Norwich, Chichester and Canterbury. Thisgyaphical distribution of martyrs shows that
regions in SE England had taken to the Reformdtierbest. On the other hand, the population in
the North and West part of the Kingdom, attachedhgyrural economy and Catholic traditions,
kept away from the great Anglican Reformation. Ard@B00 English protestants left the Kingdom
fearing the persecutions, and emigrated on theiQsnit

At the death of Mary Tudor, the throne of Englandswoccupied by Queen Elizabeth |
(1558-1603). Elizabeth's ascent to power coincigigia the religious disputes between Catholics and
Protestants. Therefore, the main objective of thedR's religious politics was to stop these raligjio

differences that were tearing the kingdom apart. tiis end, Elizabeth followed the path of
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compromise via media anglicana succeeding in bringing Catholics and Protest@nts common
ground. Before anything else, the Queen wishabtablish a hierarchic, loyal and popular Church,
accepted by most believers. By meansTbé Act of Supremaocgf April 28, 1559, Elizabeth |
receives the title oBupreme Governof the Anglican Church, meaning that she is thereup
manager and administrator of the Church. This tejdaces that dbupreme Head of the Anglican

Churchwhich had been given to Henry VIII.

Chapter V: The Dynamics of the Confessional Reforntaon in the Anglican Church,
from Henry VIII until Elizabeth |

The separation from Rome was approved byAbeof Supremagywhich recognized the
King asSupreme Head of the Church of Englamithout any doctrinal or disciplinary restrictsn
The Act of Supremaadg the birth certificate of thé&nglican Church Starting with 1534, the
Church of England is thAnglican Church separate from Rome. Until 1534 there was no ohang
in Catholic dogma. All the laws passed by the Barént between 1531 and 1534 were not a
proper reform, in the actual sense of the word.sTkpislation facilitated and sanctioned the
emergence of the English Church from under Romasdigtion.

At first, Henry VIII's reform was a personal, dytiasand, from a wider perspective,
political matter. The reasoning behind the Kingegigion to break free from the Roman Church
was much more profound; besides political reasbashad religious, social and economic ones.
King Henry VIII was somewhat reticent to new prédes ideas, although, starting with 1527, he
used them in order to obtain the cancellation sffinst marriage to Catherine of Aragon.

In 1521, Henry VIII published thBefence of the Seven Sacramgmisvhich he rejected the
attacks against the Roman Church expressed by iLutlines treatiseThe Babylonian Captivity of
the Church In reality, the King was responding to Luther,ondnly recognized three of the seven
Holy Mysteries of the Roman Church: Baptism, Euidhand Matrimony. In his paper, Henry VIl
asserted papal primacy and defended the indissibfjubf marriage. Pope Leon X showed his
gratitude to the King for drafting this text by efing him the prestigious title ddefensor fidei
(defender of the faith)

Although initially Henry VIII expressed his reticem regarding Protestant ideas, he was
open to collaborate with Lutherans, also as a imachgainst Rome. In 1536, the English
Government took a series of measures in orderftoedthe doctrine of the new church institution.
On July 11 1536, the Council of Canterbury enacteth the support of the King and Thomas
Cromwell, The Ten Atrticles of Faithwhich are a confession of faith of Lutheran inafon. This
wasthe first confessional and doctrinarian documentha Anglican Churchin essenceTheTen

Articles mentioned only three MysterieBaptism, Confessioand Eucharist. The text maintained
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the concept of purgatory and real presence of #wo8r at the Holy Eucharist, the justification by
faith and deeds, prayers for the dead, worshiprbedaints and a part of the Catholic ritual. The
confession of faith in th&en Articleswas influenced by Lutheranism, suggesting proxinaty
Lutherans due to matters of foreign policy. Yetalhreality, this ambiguous document was only
making minimal concessions to Lutheran theologyrelieals a tendency of separation from
Catholicism and the traditional practices of thautch of England. From the point of view of the
teachings of faithThe Ten Articlesvere ambiguous. They were confirmed and amendethdy
release, in August 1536, of a first series of igjtions -The First Royal Injunctions of Henry VHI
which were the work of Thomas Cromwell. The injuocs forbade the worship of icons and
pilgrimages, as well as a series of holidays atebcations of the Saints.

In July 1537, the King presented the Council witteaond confession of faith, namdllye
Institution of the Christian Manalso known adBishop's Bookwhich would replace th&en
Articles The Bishop's Booincluded the seven Mysteries, the Ten CommandmémesLord's
Prayer and Hail Mary, a form of prayer to Virgin Mabased on the salutations of Archangel
Gabriel (Luke 1, 28)the Mysteries of the Holy Unction, Ordination, Mage and Chrismation
which were not referred to in the Ten Articles, aviiich here were called "lesser mysteridhé
Bishop's Boolseems to be a tendency of departure from Catholitdbwards Protestantism, due to
its incapacity of confirming many traditional Calicgperceptions and practices.

In 1538, Thomas Cromwell drew ufhe Second Royal Injunctions of Henry \btIThe
Thirteen Articles which make up a new confession of faith; this ufnent shows a growing
influence of Lutheranism.

In 1539, Henry VIII gave a first blow to the Prdte# trend, clearly manifesting his wish to
have an Anglo-Catholic Church. With the help of Baliament, the King passed tB&atute of Six
Articles which cancelledThe Ten Articleof 1536.The Six Articlesre-establish the traditional
Catholic doctrine, excluding Papal supremacy. Téw law makes it compulsory for every English
person to strictly observeEucharistic transubstantiation, communion under dmed (without
chalice) the celibacy of clergy, the vows of chastityhef ¢tlergy, the special Missa for the souls in
purgatory and the auricular confession.

Immediately after Henry VIII's death, Edward Seymauaternal uncle of the new minor
king, took over supreme power asrd Protectorof the realm. During his protectorate (1547-
1549), the Duke of Somerset introduced the Refaonah England.

In 1549, Archbishop Thomas Cranmer drewTine First Book of Common Prayédt was a
kind of Euchologion,describing the practices and forms of worship & #nglican Church; it
contained the morning and evening prayers, thetipeacof the Holy Liturgy The Holy

Communiol, the administration rituals of the Holy Mysteri@sd other charismatic traditionghe
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Book of Prayestressed the importance of reading the Holy Sapand of believers' participation
to public worship. On the whole, this first editiproves to be quite conservatory. TMessaloses

its sacrificial nature, turning into a simple comman of the faithful, or a commemoration and
representation of the sacrifice of the Cross. Ttualrper se remains the same, but it is devoid of
any utterances in Latin.

The exorcism, holy unction and enshrouding in atevhioth were kept for th®lystery of
Baptism In the case o€Chrismation holy unction was abandoned, keeping only theakiaf the
laying of hands. Chrismation (confirmation) was oohsidered a mystery, but a public affirmation
of a confession of faith done by a third party dgrthe baptism of the baby. Repentance was,
before all, the public utterance of a confessioariédular Confession was considered acceptable.
The sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick was k#pvas still a part of the rituals for the sick o
dying.

The implantation of radical Protestantism of Calwigpiration in the Anglican Church was
marked by the development ©he Second Prayer Bood552). Its contents reveal a strong mark
of theZwinglistic - Calvinist spirit very far from Lutheran positions, evident in firet version of
the Prayer Book of 1549.Missabecame a simple religious mass, commemorativeturaiaand it
did not have any common grounds with traditionathGlic Liturgy. The profound influence of
Calvinism over the Book of Common Prayer is showrth® negation of the real presence of the
body and blood of Christ during the Holy Euchanghjch means a rejection of transubstantiation.

In November 1552, Archbishop Thomas Cranmer drew g Confession of Faith in 42
Articles The theological doctrine in this document folloawsniddle ground between Catholicism
and Anabaptism, rather than between Rome and G@aivior between Rome and the Lutherans.

Mary Tudor's religious goal was to re-convert theglish Church to Catholicism. At her
death, the throne of England was occupied by Qigieabeth | (1558-1603). The Queen's main
objective was to appease religious differences déatwCatholics and Protestants, as they were
tearing the kingdom apart. On April 29, 1559, tharliBment enactede Act of Uniformity,
stipulating the uniformity of religious practices England. This law re-establish@te Book of
Common Prayaf 1552, but in a revised version. The RonMissg as renewal of Jesus Christ's
sacrifice on the cross, was supressed.

The doctrinarian reformation of the Anglican Churalas completed in 1563, by the
issuance of a new confession of faitfihe 39 Articles of Religion drawn up by a gathering of
English bishops. The new Creed of the Anglican chuvas the result of a revision dhe 42
Articles minus the retribution of the Antinomians, Anabsgstand Millenaries, thus reaching 39
articles. In this formThe 39 Articlesvere approved by the Council in 1563 and by thdidPaent

in 1571, becoming the Creed of the Anglican Chuvbich has been in force ever since. The most
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significant difference from Thomas Cranmet3 Articlesrefers to the Holy Eucharist. Article 28
categorically rejects the Zwinglian and Lutherartdaes, embracing a position that is very close
to that of John Calvin. The doctrine of the Anghdahurch is comprised ihhe Book of Common
Prayer, paying tribute to Catholic tradition, and ihhe Thirty-Nine Articles which shows
influences which are more protestant (Lutheran @alyin) than Catholic. The divine worship is
comprised in the fundamental book of Anglicanidine Book of Common Prayer

England was comprised of two monastic provinceg, ionthe north (York) and the other
one in the south (Canterbury), 29 dioceses (bist®prelonging to the Archbishopric of
Canterbury and only 14 under the jurisdiction a Archbishopric of York; in addition, there were

deaneries and parishes.

Conclusions

The English Reformationwas the consequence of ifferehce between Church and State,
which started with the centralization of the Englisingdom and the advent of new social forces.
The independence and absolutism desired by thedBnglonarchy were prevented by the control
that the Church of Rome exerted over vast landsremehues from England and Scotland, by the
ecclesiastic taxes enforced upon the English - lwkias an important source of revenue for the

Papal Curia - and by church courts, rivalling royaés.
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