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Professor dr. Thomas NÄgler





The historian dr. Thomas N(gler was born on the 30th of January 1939 in Slimnic/ Stolzenburg, Sibiu county. His ancestors, who came from Alsace/ France, were settled in Transylvania in 1756, during a colonisation campaign organized by the Austrian Empire.


He attended the primary school in his native locality and graduated, in 1957, the "Brukenthal" secondary school in Sibiu.


He applied for the Faculty of History and Philosophy, University of Cluj, and attended, between 1957-1962, the lectures (courses) of some outstanding personalities of Romanian and world history, such as: Constantin Daicoviciu, Kurt Horedt, David Prodan, Francisc Pall, Samuel Goldenberg and Camil Mureºan. He graduated as B. A. in history with the best qualification, the title of his thesis being French-German Relations between 1871 and 1890.


Then, Thomas N(gler became curator and researcher at the Brukenthal Museum in Sibiu, an institution in which he developed his skills in medieval and modern history, especially in the history of Transylvania.


Since 1963 he undertook archeological researches in the South-Transylvanian medieval settlements, fortifications, churches and graveyards. In 1969, he applied successfully for a research job at the Centrul de ªtiinþe Sociale Sibiu al Academiei Române ["The Centre for Social Sciences, Romanian Academy, Sibiu branch"], where he continued his research work, being the author of a numerous studies, published in Romania and in Central Europe, as well.


He became a Ph. D. with the thesis Aºezarea saºilor in Transilvaina ["The Settlement of the Saxons in Transylvania"], prof. Francisc Pall being his mentor, while the scientific board consisted of professor Ion Nestor and ªtefan Pascu, members of the Romanian Academy. The Ph. D. thesis was published in German and Romanian, both in two editions.


Most of prof. dr. Thomas N(gler's studies were published in Forschungen zur Volks- und Landeskunde, a review edited by the Institut of Sibiu, as well as in other specialized publications from Romania and abroad. For scientifical purposes prof. N(gler travelled to Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Germany, Austria and Luxemburg. He could not honour a Humboldt grant because the former regime did not allow him to leave the country.


After the revolutionary political changes from 1989, Thomas N(gler became the director of the Institutul de Cercetãri Socio-Umane [Institute for Social and Humanistic Studies] of the Romanian Academy of Sciences and also President of the Forum of the Romanian Germans (1990-1992), the association of the German minority of the country. 


In 1993 he became full professor of World and Medieval History and the History of the Byzantine Empire giving also other special lectures.


Besides his didactic activity, he published lots of studies and book reviews, his latest book The Romanians and the Saxons until 1848 was published in Romanian (1997) and in German (1999). To the latest Istorie a românilor [History of the Romanians], published in Bucharest, he contributed some chapters in the volumes III and IV. On his initiative a new History of Transylvania will be edited. Among the authors there are mainly scholars from the city of Cluj-Napoca.


From 1994 prof. N(gler is a mentor of doctorands in Word History. Until now 10 historians he supervised, were given the title of a Ph.D.
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